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JAN 1, 2000
After years of preparation for Y2K, only minor computerrelated problems were reported (a problem with Hotmail, with
a nuclear power plant in Japan, and with apartment heating in
Korea)
JAN 5, 1934
Fenway Park catches fire for 2nd time. (May 8th, 1926 ）
JAN 8, 1992
George Bush gets ill and vomits on Japanese prime minister’s lap
JAN 11, 1982
Honduras adopts constitution

FEB 4, 1959
Barbie Doll Invented By Ruth Handler
FEB 5TH 1917
Congress passes the Immigration Act which required a literacy
test
FEB 9TH 1961
President Kennedy asked Congress to approve a health insurance program ( The Medicare Program )
FEB 11, 1990
Nelson Mandela is released from prison after 27 years.

JAN 14, 1974
World Football League founded
JAN 21, 1908
New York City regulation makes it illegal for a woman to smoke
in pulic

FEB 15, 1982
The world’s largest oil rig ( The Ocean Ranger ) Sinks In North
Atlantic
FEB 16, 1968
First 911 emergency telephone system in Haleyville, Ala

JAN 25, 1974
Ray Kroc, CEO of McDonald’s, buys San Diego Padres for $12
million

FEB 21, 1965
Malcolm X Assassinated

JAN 27, 1943
1st U.S. air attack on Germany (Wilhelmshafen)

FEB 27,1922
Nineteenth Amendment To The Constitution passed

Team Letter SUBMISSION POLICY
Hi Teens! Welcome to the third
edition of Teen Urban News
(TUN)! As the temperatures
drop and snow starts to fall, our
team here at TUN is continuing
to work hard to bring you the resources you need to succeed!
In this January and February
edition, we’re bringing you local
events, reliable career and academic advice to start 2016 on a
high note, free things to do in
the city, and important knowledge and resources to keep you
healthy. Whether you read us in
the classroom, online at teenurbannews.com, or killing time on
the T every day, we hope you enjoy this edition and utilize its re-

sources as much as possible!
As always, we want to hear
from you! Do you have an amazing idea for a story you or your
friends would be interested in?
Do you have problems you’re dying to find advice for, whether it’s
boys, girls, beauty, health, or politics? Are you an artist who wants
to share your work with a larger
audience? We are always looking
for input and content from our
most important readers: you! Let
us know how you feel and send
us your contributions at ：
info@teenurbannews.com.
We hope that you enjoy this edition!

•Any work you submit will
be considered for publication
in Teen Urban News for print
and/or website. Please note
that ‘work’ may include, but
is not limited to, your original
artwork, poetry, essays, and/
or photographs. (make sure
your name, age, home address,
phone number and email address are written on everything
you send to Teen Urban News.
•Teen Urban News has no
deadlines. We accept submissions year round.
•You must be 11 to 19 years

old to be published.
•Requesting to become
‘Anonymous’. Generally, we
will publish your name, age,
and state of residence, but we
will respect your request and
not display your name, just
please let us know.
•Teen Urban News reserves
the right to edit your submitted Work, prior to publication.
•If you are not yet 18 years
of age at the time you submit
your Work, ask your parent or
guardian to read this Policy,
and be sure you have their

permission to contribute to Teen
Urban News.
•By submitting your work, you
are also confirming that you have
read and understand Teen Urban
News’ Submission Policy, and
that your work is wholly your
OWN creation, and completely
original.
Send us your work through email
at info@TeenUrbanNews.com, or
mail it with your age, name, and
address to:
Teen Urban News P.O. Box 575
Revere, MA 02151 / 617-943-4556
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TEEN
STI
RATES
IN
“Christmas in the City”
MASSACHUSETTS

Brings Joy to Thousands
Story and Photos by David
Rosen
Christmas came early and
joyfully this year for 4,500
homeless children in the form
of a fun-filled, action-packed
extravaganza December 20 at
the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center.
The five-hour event was the
27th annual “Christmas in the
City,” founded and organized
by Jake and Sparky Kennedy.
The party, which cost an estimated $1.5 million this year,
was funded entirely by private
donations and supported by
more than 2,000 volunteers.
U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), Hall of Fame
Celtics basketball player Jo Jo
White, and members of the
Celtics organization brought
greetings and well wishes.
Hank Morse, on-air personality
on the Loren and Wally Show
on 105.7 WROR, emceed the
event.
The festivities began with a
five-course holiday meal for
the children and their parents

and nonstop entertainment in
a massive exhibit hall decorated for Christmas. After lunch,
Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived
on a float led by the kilt-clad
Boston Police Gaelic Column
of Pipes and Drums.
Then it was off to the “Winter
Wonderland” amusement park
in an adjoining hall. Rushing
in, the kids were greeted by a
barrage of artificial snowflakes
and a giant inflatable Santa.
Their eyes popped when they
discovered a dazzling array of
rides and amusements, including moon bouncers, slides,
carousels, trains, duck boats, a
magic bus, and pony rides.
To top it all off, the youngest
kids got to sit on Santa’s lap, and
4,000 children received personalized gifts they had wished for
along with practical gifts like
hats, mittens, and books.
“Jake and I have been doing Christmas in the City for
27 years, and my eyes still tear
up every time when I see so
many smiling young faces,”
said Sparky Kennedy. “It’s really
very special.

“We got the idea to do this
back in 1988,” she added. “Our
kids were getting way too many
gifts, which didn’t seem quite
right when so many children in
poor families were getting little
or nothing. So we put together
a little party for 100 homeless
kids at City Hall. Thanks to the
generosity of so many donors
and volunteers, it gets bigger
and better every year.”
Jake Kennedy, co-owner of
Kennedy Brothers Physical
Therapy in Boston, said planning is underway to hold a job
fair at next year’s Christmas in
the City to connect the organization’s donors with attendees
who are looking for work.

By Sarra Hajjaj
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate
that there are 19 million new
cases of STIs annually, almost
half of them among young people aged 15–24. In the United
States, reported cases of Chlamydia and gonorrhea exceeded
1.4 million in 2013. The Chlamydia rate among women was
threefold that of men in 2013
with 543.6 cases per 100,000
women versus 190 cases per
100,000 men. Teen girls ages 15
to 19 have the highest gonorrhea rate of any age group.
In Massachusetts, chlamydia
is also the most common STI
among adolescents ages 15–19
with a rate of 1,079.6 cases per
100,000 teens.
The most common sexually
transmitted infection in the
United States is human papillomavirus (HPV). HPV is the
name of a group of viruses that
includes more than 100 different strains or types of HPV.
HPV can cause genital warts, is
the cause of most cervical cancers, and is probably the most
common STI among youth.
While there are no Massachusetts-specific data on HPV

Did
You

prevalence among youth, in a
recent national study, 24.5% of
teen women ages 14–19 and
44.8% of women ages 20–24
had HPV. In 2003–2004, the
prevalence of HPV infection
was highest for those between
14 and 24, approximately 40%
in those aged 14–19 years and
50% in those aged 20–24 years.
In June 2006, an HPV vaccine was licensed for use in the
United States. This three-part
vaccine, Gardasil, provides protection against HPV types 6, 11,
16, and 18. The Federal Drug
Administration, or FDA, recommends that all children be
vaccinated before adolescence
and the beginning of sexual
activity. For more information
about STIs, contact the following resources:
•Project Trust 721 Massachusetts Avenue Boston, MA (617)
414-4496 bostonprojecttrust.
com
•Fenway Community Health
Center 1340 Boylston St Boston, MA (617) 267-0159 fenwayhealth.org
•Boston Alliance of GLBT
Youth (BAGLY) 14 Beacon St.
Suite 620 Boston, MA 02108
(617) 227-TEST bagly.org

know?

Louis Braille moved to Paris to attend a school for
the visually impaired. He found they had books that allowed the students to use their hands to touch large
raised words on the page as a means for them to read.
At 15 years old, Braille decided to create a better
system using raised dots instead of raised letters. The
language of Braille has since become the tactile writing system used by the blind and the visually impaired
around the world.
Jake Kennedy (above); Senator Elizabeth Warren and Sparky Kennedy
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YOUNG WOMEN YOUNG DAPPER
In Business
ARTIST

HIGHLIGHT:

By Daniel Joyce

ISABELLA ROSE
TAYLOR
Isabella Rose Taylor proves there is no reason
not to attack your dreams, even if say you’re
too young. Isabella just debuted her spring
collection at the 2015 NYC fashion week
and is currently the youngest designer being
carried by Nordstrom. Isabella did what any
great entrepreneur does: she took her unique
passion for art and used it to design a style
of clothing she felt was lacking in the market
place for girls her age.

BELLA WEEMS
No idea is ever too small to grow. Bella
Weems
started making and selling her own
jewelry at 14, out of her need to save
money for a car. She dubbed it “Owl
Origami”, from her love for owls, and
interest in origami. After a few fundraising parties, Owl Origami was selling
over $60,000 a month at the local mall.
Now the business has grown to help
future entrepreneurs, selling start up
packs for others looking to sell their
own jewelry.

LEANNA ARCHER
At 9 years olds, Leanna Archer started Leanna’s
Hair. She started small, selling her own hair pomade to friends and family members. Eventually that grew into all sorts of different cleansers
and conditioners. Now, at 17, she serves as the
CEO of her hair product company and has
been recognized by Forbes magazine. The coolest part: her original product was based off her
great grandmother’s secret.

As Young Dapper walks in the office, I
could sense this confidence and wonderful presence about him. His white
headphones stood out under his grey
hoodie. In fact, he did not take them
off the entire time: The young man
was an avid music lover. He always listened to music, he said. I asked him,
“Even when you’re studying?” He replied, “All the time!”
During our interview I discovered that
Eric Mathis is the perfect 17-year-old
young man. “I’m falling for this guy!”
I exclaimed at one point. Of course I
was joking, but at the core I really admired him and wished that I could
raise a wonderful boy just like him
someday. He does well in school. He
is very respectful. He loves his mother.
He works hard. He is a talented musician. He is handsome. What else can
a mother want from her son? Most
important, however, was his wisdom.
I felt like I was speaking with a mature man, someone who’s been around
for a very long time. He really understood life, and one can tell he will have
no problem tackling the hurdles it’ll
bring.
Young Dapper started rapping professionally at the age of nine. But he really started at three years old, when
his father and his friends would get
together and have some fun singing.
He would quickly learn songs and
jump on board with the adults. Ever
since he became a professional, he’s
created countless songs and has been
a successful young artist in the Hip
Hop scene. When I asked him about
his favorite song, project, and artist,
he always replied with an appreciation for all. He thinks every singer has

something to offer and is talented in
his or her own way, so he didn’t have
a favorite. He also cherishes every
moment that is brought about during the recording process. In fact, he
cherishes every moment that life has
to offer. He’s rightfully a blessed man
who’s never put himself in a negative
situation.
Dapper expressed his anticipation
about turning eighteen years old and
stepping outside of the protection of
his mother and into college life. He
loves his mother and described her
as a wonderful lady, but he’s ready to
become an adult and make his own
decisions. On the other hand, he later
explained that it would be bittersweet
to leave his mom’s house. I found the
most admirable feature about Dapper
was his desire to pursue education.
He’ll be attending college right after
high school. One would think that a
man with such talent and good looks
would prefer to focus on his music
career, but no, he really loves learning
and is very excited about what colleges
have to offer.
Another quality of his is the drive to
do music for love, not for money. He
thinks that the ultimate happiness lies
in doing what we love. When I asked
him to give advice to teenagers like
himself, he gave me another perfect
response: “Make sure you know what
you really want. You have to be prepared, not only physically but mentally. I think if you have a dream and
you really want it, put your mind to it.
Perfect your craft. Definitely practice
makes perfect, definitely do that all
the time.”
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HOW HAS TEXTING

AFFECTED RELATIONSHIPS?

By Chyna Randell, Upper Science Academy

If someone sends you a
text message, you open the
message and reply back. In
less than two minutes the
person replies with an entire paragraph. How did they
text back so fast? Well, it’s all
about practice.
Get used to your phone’s
keyboard. Open the Messages app. When you hit the
message box the keyboard
should pop up. Typing with
two thumbs gives you two
fingers to reach every key on
the keyboard faster! Tap the
123 icon on the left-hand side
at the bottom of the screen.
When you hit the 123 icon,
the symbols should pop up.
Push ABC to get back to the
letters. Using your index finger, you may find you make
more mistakes while typing.
When you’re done typing
something you can go back
and correct any misspelled
words. Luckily, the iPhone
has an autocorrect feature to
make mistakes easier to fix.
At this point, we’re all incredibly familiar with how
our phones work and how

to use them to perfection.
It’s no secret that many
people today, and especially
the younger generation, are
obsessed with their phones,
spending as much time as
possible every day staring at
that screen. Look around any
train or bus in the city and
you’ll see tons of people, preteens to adults, glued to their
phones. But how has all of
that technology changed our
social relationships?
These days, it’s all about
breaking up through text
message or social media. 56
percent of people end their
relationships by text message, and 20 percent break
up over social media. Some
people say it’s easier to break
up with someone over the
phone. They also say it’s less
awkward than saying it to
their face.
Some guys black out and
tend to give up on things
without thinking it over.
Maybe he just needs time
to himself. Maybe he needs
time to clear his head. So
why text back if he’s mad?

Teen Quiz:
In 1905, 11 year old Frank
Epperson invented something
that is still very popular today?
1. Hairbrush
2. Popsicle
3. Bubble gum

If you chose…
1 – WRONG: In 1898, Lyda
A. Newman invented an “Improved Hairbrush,” which allowed for easy cleaning and
grooming.
2 – RIGHT: Frank Epperson
popularized ice pops after patenting the concept of “frozen

Texting can help you express your feelings in many
ways. It can even help you
connect with someone. It
can also help you with being able to say whatever you
want without the pressure of
saying it to their face. Some
people like to go back and
read over old messages to
bring the feelings back to
life. It also may take people a
few days to get over that feeling. As you give your partner
some time to think about
things by not talking to him
or her, he or she would tend
to miss you and feel guilty.
This is a good thing. Feeling
guilt about something you
messed up on and taking the
time to make things better is
good. Giving them time to
think about problems saves
the back and forth. In a way,
though many people are
afraid of the effects of texting on dating, texting can
prevent problems by giving
everyone space to deal with
their emotions and respond
after having thought about
the issues at hand.
ice on a stick” in 1923.[3] He
initially called it the Epsicle.
3 – WRONG: Walter E. Diemer compared his reciepe
to the standard chewing gum
and invented bubble gum
that was less sticky, would
not stick to the face, and yet
stretched more easily.
If you didn’t get it right, think
about it as learning something
new. Good job for trying!
Until next next…check us
out on our website, www.
teenurbannews.com

CAREER PROFILE: TEACHER
By Daniel Joyce

Have you ever been sitting in class listening to your
teacher and thought, “Hey, I
could do that.” Well, maybe
teaching is the right career
path for you. Teaching is interesting as far as the path to
get there. Most of my friends
that are teachers now never
dreamed of it when they
were students in high school.
The requirements are a little
different state to state, so I’ll
keep my focus on Massachusetts.
A bachelor’s degree is required, typically in the field
of study you wish to teach,
but necessary. You can also
obtain a degree or even a
minor in education. A lot
of states have courses you
must take in preparation after you obtain your degree,
but Massachusetts is not one
of them. The big thing you
will have to worry about after graduation is the Massachusetts Tests for Educators License, or MTELS. Yes,
even as an adult, the world
of standardized tests doesn’t
end! You must take a test in
Basic Skills in Communica-

tion and Literacy. After that
you must also take a subject
matter test in your choice of
fields.
As a teacher, you may not
want stop at your bachelor’s
degree. Just like any job market, the field is getting increasingly competitive. Having a masters not only makes
your resume more impressive, but it has shown to increase your annual salary.
One interesting aspect of
teaching, is teaching at a
public school compared to
a private school. There are
many benefits to teaching beyond having your summers
off. Massachusetts has some
of the highest paid teachers
in the country. Teachers in
Massachusetts also receive
great benefits. Any teacher
with ten years of experience
are eligible for retirement
at the age of fifty-five. With
twenty years of teaching,
you’re eligible for retirement
at any age!
So how does all that sound?
If you think this is something that interests you,
check out http://teach.com
for more information.
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GREAT OPPORTUNITIES!
Teen Urban News : is looking for 10 unique teens (ages
13-19) to be a part of our teen advisory board! Teens have
the opportunity to plan, and execute the vision of TUN!
Meet once a month, have food, and plan your future! Send
an email to info@teenurbannews.com or call (617) 953-4556
Sister 2 Sister Program: This is a private and confidential,
judgment-free, one-on-one conversation about sexual health
and wellness for young women (15-25) who live in Boston.
Get a $25 gift card! For a 60-90 minute prevention sessioc.
Call Jessica Charles at 617-348-6415 text Jessica at 617-8580708, or by schedule your appointment online at http://www.
meetme.so/sister2sister

YEAR UP: This free, 1-year program serves youth ages 1824. Earn up to 24 free college credits, receive an educational
stipend, and complete a paid internship. Info sessions take
place most Mondays and Thursdays, 4:30pm. 93 Summer
Street, Boston. Sabrina, 617-542-1533, santoine@yearup.org
ABCD Career Explorations Program: This opportunity
provides year-round programming to Boston residents ages
16-21 through job placement, career development, and
comprehensive job readiness services. This program includes
a 14-week paid internship. Stop by the office 200 Tremont St.,
Boston or call Mikayla, 617-348-6654

girl
talk!

Hey GT!
I have a boyfriend that would rather hang out with his
friends instead of doing things together.
How do I know if he really likes me?
And how do I know if this is a waste of time?
From Vanessa J. - 17 years old
Dorchester, Ma

Get Published

drawings/poetry/cartoons/creative writing
If you’re between the ages of 13 and 19, you can submit your writing and artwork for
publication in Teen Urban News! Send us your work through email, or mail it with
your age, name, and address to:

Teen Urban News
P.O. Box 240738
Dorchester, MA 02124
info@TeenUrbanNews.com / 617-943-4556
Please note that a ‘work’ may include, but is not limited to, your original artwork,
poetry, essays, and/or photographs. Make sure your name, age, home address (with
zip code), phone number and email address are written on everything you send to
Teen Urban News.

THEN SHOW

all your friends!
Sandra B. – 16 years old– Simply just ask
him. You will never know unless you ask.
Boys have a weird way of showing that they
like you sometimes.

Michelle R. – 17 years old – I love to be
loved so would not feel comfortable claiming someone that never has time for me.
I would leave him alone. You can’t focus
on the most important things in life when
your mind is clogged with guys who are not
worth it.

Teresa C. – 14 years old – Hang out with
your friends and ignore him. That should
get his attention.

Dear Vanessa
Sometimes a guy will push away
from you, so ask why there is a
distance between you and tell him
how you feel. If that does not change
things, I think it’s time to leave him
behind and let the memories fade.
I know it’ll be hard, but it’s for the
best, trust me. You are young so
enjoy your teen years while you can.
Focus on you, your career, and your
financial path. Remember, always
follow your heart and everything
will be fine. Trust me….You will
thank me later.
Love always, Your heart
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CRISTO REY SCHOOL:

‘EDUCATION THAT WORKS’
By David Rosen

In the Savin Hill section of
Dorchester, Cristo Rey Boston High School is keeping
the promise it makes in its
marketing material to deliver “Education that Works”
for the low-income, inner-

city students it serves.
In each of the last six years,
an impressive 100 percent of
the graduates of the small
and relatively unknown
Catholic school have been
admitted to four-year col-

Are you the new face of

?
Do you want to become a
TV Host?
You will need:
• A friendly, outgoing personality
• Report card or reference letter
• A sense of humor or be able to recognize that in others
All teens must be between the ages of 13-17. Please submit a bio along with
reasons why you should be the face of Teen Urban News. You can submit your
information to info@teenurbannews.com.
Teen Urban News does not discriminate in programs or activities on the basis of race, color,
national or ethnic origin, ancestry, age, religion, disability, sex or gender. All nationalities are
encouraged to apply.

leges and universities.
This is “education that
works!” And it reflects “work
that educates,” since a key
element in the school’s curriculum is a corporate workstudy program in which students acquire valuable skills
and generate income to help
pay their tuition.
Cristo Rey is the successor to St. John High School,
founded in 1921, which became North Cambridge Catholic High School in 1957.
In 2004, North Cambridge
joined the national Cristo
Rey network of schools that
utilize work-study programs
to help students to generate
income to meet tuition costs.
In 2010, North Cambridge
became Cristo Rey Boston
and relocated to Dorchester.
Cristo Rey’s mission is to
serve families of limited

BOY
CODE

economic means and educate students to become men
and women of faith, purpose,
and service.
The school enrolls 380
students and plans to add
30 more in the near future.
Ninety percent are Boston
residents. The others come
from nearby urban communities like Chelsea and
Revere. The average family
income is under $29,000,
and 48 percent fall below
the poverty line. Around two
thirds identify themselves as
Catholic.
The academic program includes four days a week of
classroom instruction and
one day of work at one of
the school’s 145 corporate
partners, who pay around
two thirds of student’s tuition
costs. The school provides
substantial scholarships

thanks to the many donations
it receives. As a result, families typically pay only $900 to
$1,000 per year.
“I’m in awe of the commitment and dedication of our
faculty, staff, board members, corporate sponsors
and donors to our students
and our mission,” said James
“Jay” MacDonald, who became president of the school
in July. He said the level of
support it receives “has exceeded my wildest expectations.
“Teaching and working at
Cristo Rey isn’t a job, it’s a
calling, and these guys and
gals are committed to our
students 24/7.”
For more information about
Christo Rey Boston High
School visit cristoreyboston.
org or call 617) 825-2580,
ext. 32.(Photos by David Rosen)

15 Things EVERY YOUNG
MAN Should Know

By Tiffany McKenzie
People say that young men and
young women face many issues
in relationships, and ask what
books can help them refocus on
themselves. A great book I would
suggest is Visions for Black Men
by Dr. Na’im Akbhar. It’s a great
book, simple to read and understand, and does a wonderful job
of illustrating the phases of manhood. For all of you teens that
want a better understanding of
some of the things that go into
male growth, it is a great book
to have.
1. You cannot expect to be successful in life without hard work.
2. No matter what your higher
power is, know it and be able to

call upon it at anytime.
3. Realize that the best is yet to
come.
4. How you dress, is how you are
seen through the eyes of others.
Pull your pants up.
5. Keeping it real is not an excuse
to be rude.
6. Life is just like clothing and
music. What was old yesterday
will be new once again. Embrace
old school thinking in some
forms.
7. Always, always, always, respect your elders and authority.
8. Understand the difference
between an associate and a true
friend.
9. Do not go through life expecting to receive fairness. Life
is NOT fair at times.

10. Education is your ticket to
a better life.
11. Women are women, not other names…..you would not want
anyone calling your mother that.
Expect the best from a woman in
order to receive the best.
12. Take the time to research
your ancestry. Knowing what you
are helps you to be who you are.
13. Do something different than
what all your friends are doing. It
will help set you apart from the
rest.
14. No matter where you come
from, it is where you are headed
that matters most.
15. Love yourself better than
anyone else can. That way you
know what love is and can pass
it on to others.

Are you interested in becoming
a Reporter or a News Photographer?
We have programs designed for teens ages 13-19 who are interested
in learning more about news reporting or becoming a young photo
enthusiast.

Teens will have instruction in a classroom setting
and will also have field work experience.
Workshops start in Summer 2016

Just $200

Limited space - hurry up and call today!
For further information, visit our website at
www.teenurbannews.com or call (617) 953-4556.

Teen Urban News does not discriminate in programs or activities on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin,
ancestry, age, religion, disability, sex or gender. All nationalities are encouraged to apply.

